
Devi Seetharam  
India  

 
Devi Seetharam is a young and upcoming artist from Kerala, India. Being the daughter of 

an Indian diplomat, Devi has spent little time living in India and has travelled and lived in many 
countries around the world which include China, Cambodia, South  Africa,  India,  Switzerland,  
Thailand,  Taiwan, Singapore, Mauritius and now UAE.  

 
Devi is currently 24 years old. She has completed her bachelors honours degree in Fine Arts 

- Painting from LASALLE College of the Arts, Singapore in 2011. 
 
Devi has exhibited in solo and group shows in Switzerland, Thailand, Taiwan, Singapore, I 

ndia, Mauritius and UAE. This is her third exhibition in UAE.  
 
She has recently moved to UAE where she will continue to pursue her artistic practice.  

Statement 

Clothes make many statements. They convey the message  of  a  civilization. They  are a  
cultural trait. They have often a geographical and a religious context. They display traditions, 
skills and crafts. they hide and reveals.  
 

As an artist who is new to UAE, I have portrayed my curiosity and fascination with the 
‘Abaya’. Its colour, texture, flow and mystery are portrayed as well as the pride with which it is 
worn.  
 

I have used polycarbonate panels instead of canvas to capture the strength of the lines in 
the format of an installation. The translucency of the material allows the ‘women’ to inhabit any 
environment in which they are placed.   

 
As a woman artist, I have chosen to portray the strength and the beauty of the Emirati 

women, in a simple and direct fashion. 
 

The title of the series is ‘Anonymity’. The subjects within the draped Abayas are left empty 
so that the audience may interact with the works and actually be the women.  

 
With this series I am trying to highlight the pride with which the Abaya is worn and bring the 

strength and presence of Emirati women to the forefront. 
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