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Doris Rodriguez-Graber is an artist and award winning author and illustrator. She was born in 

Santiago, Dominican Republic. Since a young age she felt passionate about art. She took her first 

art lesson at La Escuela Nacional de Bellas Artes y Cultos (National School of Fine Art) where she 

was introduced to the art world. Later on, in 1992, she received The Bluhdorn Foundation Award, 

which allowed her to attend The Altos de Chavon School of Design, There she graduated Cum 

Laude and obtained a scholarship to Parsons School of Design where she graduated in 1994. 

 

The energy and vibrant color of the culture and ecology of her native Dominican Republic  is  a 

major influence in her development as an artist and still informs her work. Her paintings have been 

exhibited in galleries and museums both in the US and abroad. Her children's book Diego Wants 

to be/ Diego  Quiere Ser, won  the  Multicultural   Publishers  Exchange  Book  Award  and  was  

recommended by the Parent's Council. 

 

My latest work is an expression of my experience in my native Dominican Republic. I paint ordinary 

moments in the life of my people, that regardless of the extreme deprivation they may endure, 

they face every day with hope and an incredibly Joie de vivre. 

 

More than show my subjects as I see them, I seek to portrait them with dignity, as human beings 

trying to do their best to make their way in the world. I hope to be able to show the beauty, the 

humanity, of all the children and families I encounter. More than this, I strive to depict them with 

compassion and empathy. 

 

In my work I explore the simplicity of line in contrast with texture, in some of my pieces I used 

found objects like the toile wall paper I used as background of some of my pieces these help me to 

make an statement about social inequality. 

 


