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Ivars Drulle (1975) studied sculpture at the Art Academy of Latvia. Drulle cites 1998 as the 
year when his artistic career was launched – the year when he won full scholarship to study art 
at the Humboldt State University (USA). Having repeatedly won the competition a year later, 
Drulle spent the next four years studying in the USA: first at the Humboldt University, then – at 
the University of Montana which he graduated with an MA degree and the university’s main 
award for academic achievements. Ivars Drulle is currently the Chair of the Form Design De-
partment at the Riga School of Design and Art; he is an active contributor to art exhibitions and 
international symposia, including the Phenomenon Exhibition at the Riga Art Space with Māris 
Grosbahs (2009), the 2nd Moscow Biennial of Contemporary Art (2010), residency at the Art 
Omi International centre for art (New York, USA), Cēsis Art Festival (2011 and 2013),  solo 
shows at the Alma Gallery in Riga (2011 and 2013), Beaufort 04 Triennial, Belgium (2012), 
“Nordic Art Station”, Eskilstuna, Sweden (2013), “Parallels”, La Louviere, Belgium (2014) 
and many others. Artist has received prestigious awards and honours, among them the finalist of 
the 3rd Purvītis Prize for visual arts by the Latvian National Museum of Art (2011/2012), 
Civitella-Ranieri Foundation fellowship, New-York/Italy (2012), Newspaper’s "Diena" Annual 
Award in Culture, Latvia (2012). 
 
 Drulle works in a variety of media: from touching small-scale sculptural groups which are 
reminiscent of frozen little stories, to large-scale spatial compositions which also involve sound, 
video or photography. Drulle’s compositions always invoke reflections on existentially funda-
mental processes in life, on the link between the past, present and future, inviting the viewer to 
stop, consider and try to take a look at some real and unreal phenomena from a different vantage 
point. 
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